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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GREYHOUND RACING ASSOCIATION — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 

640. Mr W.J. JOHNSTON to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s comments on radio on 22 August 2014 that the Western Australian Greyhound Racing 
Association is “a private group”, even though it is in fact a government body staffed by public servants. 

(1) Does the Premier still believe that the WA Greyhound Racing Association is a private organisation; and 
if so, why does he have that view? 

(2) Is the Premier aware that Greyhounds WA Cannington employs over 100 people in my electorate who 
would be out of work if the Cannington track was closed? 

(3) Is the Premier aware that in 2011, the Minister for Racing and Gaming approved the WA Greyhound 
Racing Association entering into a new lease at the Cannington showgrounds, knowing that this would 
require additional capital expenditure? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I was incorrect on radio. The association is part of the structure under Racing and Wagering Western 

Australia. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: She is the rudest member in this place. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The second rudest, I meant; she is number one! 

Yes, I was incorrect, but of course there are associations of breeders, trainers, owners and the like, and the 
industry is basically private, as are all racing industries, under government regulation. That particular association 
is under the regulatory regime and, as I understand, created under the legislation. So, yes, after three years, the 
opposition has one point! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, come on! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is true; I mean it is trivial. Every question today has been what I or someone else said on 
radio a year ago or two years ago. Does the opposition not do any original research? Is that all it does—go back 
and check what people said on radio? However, to get to the point — 

Mr P. Papalia: Are you missing Troy yet? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The way the opposition treated Troy Buswell was appalling. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. Member for Warnbro, if you 
shout over me, I will name you. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Minister for Racing and Gaming is handling the issue of greyhound racing, and 
I think the industry will be pleased with the way he is handling it. However, there is a broader issue. The broader 
and important issue, which I am sure the opposition will not even go near, is the whole structure of the racing 
industry in this state, from the pacing to the trots to the greyhounds. It needs to have — 
Mr M. McGowan: From the pacing to the trots? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Pacing—you know? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Midland! Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: This government recognises that looking into the medium to longer term, the racing 
industry in all its forms faces some serious issues. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: They are ridiculous. The days of having two major racecourses in the metropolitan area 
three or four kilometres apart have gone. The days of having perhaps a trotting facility on prime real estate, even 
though very few people go to the events, are gone. Amongst the three codes — 
Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is completely pointless. 
Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. Through the Chair, Premier. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Assets are held by the various racing codes and, yes, Gloucester Park is one and 
Belmont Park is another. Ascot Racecourse is on government-owned land. At least now people within the 
various racing codes are looking at the future of their industry. The glory days have gone. About 2 000 people go 
to the races. I remember going to the races with my father when I was a little boy and there would be thousands 
and thousands of people there. Those glory days have gone. The racetrack is fine and is beautifully maintained, 
but the facilities are grossly inadequate. That is one of the reasons that people do not go. 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, you can ask a supplementary question. Premier, can you please come 
back to the question. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: For the first time, a government is prepared to sit down with all codes of racing and look 
at the long term for the industry. 
Mr M. McGowan: The first time? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is the first time a government has been prepared to do that. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Midland! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: But the Labor Party never got anywhere, did it? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGowan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is so immature. 
I want to make one response to the interjection from the member for Warnbro. He raised the status of the former 
member for Vasse. 
The SPEAKER: Premier, I want you to come back to answering the question. Please answer the question. 
Thank you. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the second time. 
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